2.6    CONNECTIONS

A connection is defined as the union of individual horizontal  and/or
vertical  panels (Fig. 45).    Elements can be joined together within the
connection with cast-in-place concrete, mortar (or grout), mechanical
connectors, ties, protruding reinforcing loops, or a portion of the
precast elements embedded in the joint.    The function of connections is
to transfer forces from one element to another.    If sufficient strength
and ductility is not developed in the connections, the available strength
in the adjoining elements may not be fully utilized.    As a result the
design and detailing of connections and continuous joints is a crucial
factor in determining the safety and economic feasibility of UP
structures.'124'125'
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